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VIEWS AND TESTIMONIES 
OF FKIENDS. 

The oljjt'ct in invitiug your pmst-nce 
to-iiijtht is iiiaEj' fold, One purpose is, 
that during tlic social hour which will lie 
isjjoiU after our iiit-i^ting, we may met't 
and learn to know each other tietter, and 
love ench other more, that there may bo 
ii foryetfultiesB of sflf. and that wi- nmy 
ri'inemlfer ninre and ninre ciifli other's 

It is well kimvvii that Ihe Society nl 
Friends lius no) ilmt which miglit ]i^ 
dcfii;inntod as a creed. While it has a 
well-fl'dirifd futlh. and un aelcnowleilnotl 
set of prim'iples. il lias never dtOfynted 
to any mjin. or frt of rneu. Hie rljrht to 
rorninlHle iti wtinlfl the ronee|i(i(>iisi of 
tritlh as neknowh'dged hy it, and tn oiiik 
others to snbevribc to such A formuW 
tioir. hut KrieiuU W^e "^vct ■cV^'^ "^^ 



been faithful in presenting their concep- 
tions of it to the world. 

As has been saiil, ivp Jiare uo written 
form. We hiivt a. book containing wliat 
are termed " Rules of Dieeiplice ami Ad- 
vices," wliieli have been ftirnuil^ti'd at 
(liifLTent times, and adopted and [Uili- 
lishetl by the anthnrity of rhiladclphia 
Yearly Meeting of Pri*>nd3. This book 
!g not form in any nianner a creed, n'lr 
it contain dogmas, but we regard it 
as a printed cupy of our organic law, and 
accept the fidvieee tlierein contained as 
being llie expression of truth from the 
highest body of our organization. 

Friends bavo always stood npon tlie 
positive rather than the negative side 
of lliese testimonies. For proof of 
this we netid only cilf to ynu those 
B4?"Vflral Queries in this organic la«', 
which are answered by the subnr(iinate 
m^'oh'ngs, formulated answers being sent 
up to the superior meetings, as represent- 
iTig the state of the Society, both as re- 
^wrr/ff the condact of the indif id\ia.\ mcta- 



hers, and the mamtenant-c of these teati- 
monicfi hy the Society at large. Thiit Is' 
<3oite witli tlif oljji'ct of isliowing that we 
stand as an aflirinativc pt'ojile t'xcppt as 
it may he in the testimonies that we !il-uv 
ajraiust that whieh is evil. 

TiLc firi^t "jut'stioii thnt is nt^ked is, 
wliL'lher a[l our meetings, for wtirshif) 
and for discipline, are re^hirly liuld. 
The :5ccond on*.' asks, "Are love iiml unity 
jnaintained amonff you," "Are tnli-'- 
hearin^r (Unj detrartion diwrourayt'd," aud 
a^ain. "Are yoii failhftil to licur your 
tostiirony apaiuftt war and all itn enn- 
eoniitaiit evWs? Are yon eloiir itf the 
Jiinnufacture, sale and nee of oil inloxi- 
rating beverages? Are yern clear of si/^'n- 
injj appjualimns ftir lieeQBe to sylj tho 
same? Are ymi curoful in the use uf 
same OA modieine? Are you eurefirl to 
train tluise under yonr i-nre in fdatnnefic 
of 8iH?f[di. behavior and apparel!' Arc 
you carefnl to enrmirflfre them in the fre- 
quent reverent rea^in^ of ■VWNN*^'^^'^"^^^" 
hires, and do ;'qu te^VTAm ^Ocv^to- Vt^-w* V ^ 
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use of pernicious Ijooks, and from the 
corrupt conversation of the world? Do^a 
you bear 3 faithful ti?stimotiy in favor of 
pt'ace and arbitration ? " You will no- 
tice that all of these are affirmative in 
their purpose. 

It {& our mission to hold up the Light 
that God has granted to ub, and if the 
shining of it affects the lives of the indi- 
vidual members of our church, their in-^ 
fluenco will be for good. ^H 

Doctrine, when spoken of in rpfcrenee 
to & Tfiligious orgii nidation, ly the body 
of princ-ipLee profesf^ed by that Soeit'tyj 
which, if bclie-ved in and practiced by its 
in&inbcr;ii, will lead to their highest good. 
We have a right, then, as inGmbcrni of 
common society to inquire as to the doc- 
trines heh! by ihr various religious or- 
ganizations. We have a right to inquire 
if there are any set forms of belief, or 
any formulated expression of thought 
that may be accepted as the doctrincB o£^ 
OTiT 8cciety. ^M 
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Some of these can be expreflsed very 
Lrietlj: 



Wc belieTe in one fJod, the Father 
of us all, and in His Omnipotence anJ 
Onifiiprcs'onct', iifknowlodpin^ Iliin lt» 
W tlif itiource of all lightt lift' and ini- 
niortaJity. 

Wfl ln.'lit've in tbr annintin;; jidwit 
of Ills Ilnly Spirit operating; in Lhc 
Boul of man, and In the immedlaU' 
revolation of His Divine Will aa rcsult- 
in^ frtiiii it^ iu^pi]'nlion. 

We believe ihat the fullest, richest, 
most fomplete revelation of Tlimjidf. 
an<! nf Ilia power, wisdom, and will, 
wa? nmcio in and ihi-ongli the person 
of IIi*soii, JesTis f 'liri»it. In Ilimditl 
nil fi]llnes.'* dwidl, nml wr liiive luieli 
received a nicasurc of tlukl fulltiesa. 

Wp lielieve iu tlie Striplunil doctrine 
nf Father. Son and Hiily Spirit as imc. 

We helieve that t!io Inner I.ijrhl, or 
Spirit of Truth, or CUiixft vA V.\^. ^^ 
L/fn (,f Christ wvUwti, U 0*A'ft iAv\«^ 
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man's ealvstion. 



That salvation is 



i 



not merely an exemption from the 
punishment due to sin, "but consieta iai 
Lcing rel-eased from tlie power and do-j 
minion of evil." The primary olijectj 
of 1he Light within ia to guide man m| 
the true way of life, and thus preserve 
liim in harmony with his Father; but if 
through disabedieEce that harmony iafl 
destroyed, it ctin only be restored by 
man's submitting liis will to the will, 
of his Father, and being obedient to ita 
requirements. 

" Thp Religious Society of rrienda 
from its rise to the present day has al^ 
ways maintainfid its belief in the au-l 
thenticity and divine authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, referring to tliem fot 
]>rnof of its principles, and aeknowl-l 
edging them to be the only fit outwardj 
test of Christian doetrinoe. We as 
sign to the Scriptures all the authorityj 
which tltcy claim for themselves," and 
se'i(no'iv]ei\gp that " every Scripture in- 
spired of Go(] k also pTofttaWc lot 
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teaching, i'or reproof, Jor correction, 
for instruction whi^h is in rightuous- 
ncflfi; tlial the man of God may Ijie 
complote iinrl lurnishL'd completely 
unto every good work." * {3 Tim. 3: 
Hi.) 

Thfse are a few points rovered by 
the [fnmiinunt testininnies held liy our 
Society. 

Recojtiiizing that there is hut one God, 
we Imld tlmt He is the Souri-e of all 
light, life find immartality. We know 
that that winch U imtnorliil must ]n'- di- 
vine; it mui^t partflkp of the nature of 
frO)l ITirnself. nni! so we undertitiiiid that 
the [irininry ubjeet of thi>^ 'if-'l't wilhiii 
is to manFfest to tho individual soul n 
mpasiiTi? of thnt spirit and lifr of dm]. 
Wp helievf thnt in tlod, the snurco and 
fountain uf divinity, dwells 5if»?, power 
antlwiflfloni.ami rhat brand lhrniif;h the 
opL'ration of this power and wisdom all 

•"RnmoiaryotCht^at^itnTlwv^uaV *'* ^«««^- 
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things w«rc mado, and from this same 
source must ever spring all light and Life, 
and that which we may experience as 
imniortiTlit}'. We helieve most tliorough- 
ly in the inspiring power of this Holy 
Spirit of God. and that it has operated in 
the soul ol nmn ever since hid first crea- 
tion. 

Through the inspiring power ol the 
Holy Spirit there is germinated in the 
soul a life that must be akin to God, and 
we regard this as a direct impart a tion of 
the very essence of His own nature. The 
fullnesB of that life dn'elt in JeBus Christ, 
and of TTIh fnllnesa have eaoh of us re^ 
ccived, and grace for graee. The inquir- 
ing mind has a right to ask for a cort^ct 
understanding as to how wc are to come 
into the post^esBion of this liTe and this 
truth. God is unchangeahle, the eame 
yesterday, to-day and forerer: nnd as Tie 
imparted a measure of His own divine 
self to the souls oi His first created be- 
ings, so He stand? -willing to-day to im- 
/W7*/' a m^Hsure of that divinity to the 
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soul of L'licli nf His chOdrcn. He has 
pi'f'ated man, and made liim c*o indcpcnd- 
ent aiiion^ all the orders of creation that 
he f-un dpcido whether t\\U power, wih- 
doiii, light,aiid truth ahall enter into the 
mncmiost recesses of his boing or not. 
God has created him a responsible being, 
and has placed these thtngs at bis dis- 
posal; but it rests with the individual 
luan M-betbcr Im will rocpivc thle gift of 
tiod. It is recorded, and life's experi- 
ence forroborates itj that the " Wagen of 
(fin i« iltaiii, but tht* fiiii oi tJod is eter- 
nal lifo through Jcstis l/lirist our Lord." 
(Rom. i\; '23.) This is ILl' open door, the 
channel. lh«? medium through which Ihat 
gilt of God ie to be transferred to the 
members of the huniuu faniilv — through 
the iiifdiiifn mf Ihis C^lirit^t, the Chris-t 
that h to bring "Glory to God in thfl 
hiplifst. and on earth pence, good will 
toAVHrd inert "■■ — revealed in the individual 
soul by and through the agency and the 
Bctiviity of that Divine Spirit which 
Kriendfl call the Vi\uci AX^'t. 
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With the promulgation o[ the thought 
that there are three distinct p^Tsons in 
Ifai! (jfod-hoad we liuvc nothing to do, be- 
lieving this to lead iato tho Tiiazy laby- 
rinths of mysticism and doiilit. 

The primary object ol this light within 
IB to leail man aright in his patliway 
through the world; and if he is ob<3dieat 
to the monitions of duty, as revealed to 
him liy that light, harmony will bo pre- 
served between the individual niGoibers 
of tho human family and God. But if by 
disohedieneo that harmony is defitrnyed, 
it can only be restored by the power nf 
the Sfjirit of the living God; if man's soul 
has lioen. darkened hy his transgressionSj 
and he seeks to come back into close 
union with his Father he must accept thijs 
saving power in the manner prescribed 
hy God. That revelation of the Father, 
and the revelation nf His will, is only 
made by and through the agency of Ilia 
own light, and we can never nnderatand 
nnr gain a knowledge of it unless it ia re- 
FeaJed to US through tho Spirit of Christ. 



Ati He Himself declared. " No one know- 
i-'tli the 8on save the Futlier, ccithprdotli 
Luy knuw the Father Bavo the Son, and lie 
to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal 
Him." Tt is tliroiigh this agencv that 
the revelation is raadp, the agency of this 
divine Christ in the sou!. 

AVo knmv we can only gain a tnie 
kuywledgc of the outward sun, which we 
regard as the fountain of all outward 
light anil life, tlnroiryh Iho niei^iiiin of its 
own light, aa it opjcrate** through the 
organ of tfie eye; and bi) we untlersland 
that we can derive a true and complete 
knowledge of God nnly ihroiigh the re- 
vealing power of His Holy Spirit, as it 
■operates upon the eye of the soul, whU-U 
wf call Ihe conscii-nce. Friends have 
ever inuiuluined lltiit there is a difference 
belwetm thiB inward light and the con- 
science jufrt as there U a difference be- 
tween thi' lijfht that emanates from ihe 
outvarcl HUD, and the eye, which is the 
medium nf iln L-nlrnuce lo the human 
mind. The I'ye cauuttt tct Vx^w^V 
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light. BG it is only the orgaa through 
which the light operates. The con- 
scie'iice CAnnot see unless it is iHmninatcfl 
hy the Light, as it is the organ through , 
which that light finds An entrance into'^ 
tlie inner recessRS of our being. The one^ 
is for the enlightenment of man's con- 
scious being; the other is for the fulfill- 
ment of the spiritual conditions relating ^ 
to that life. The wi&e King of Israel de-^ 
clared that " The spirit of man is the 
candle of ihc Lord." (Prov, 20: 37.) 
We all know that the Candle contains all 
those properties which go to nial^e thi 
light, bnt it gives no light until it ia 
Sighted by something other than itself. 
So it is with the indiridual conscience; it 
is the organ through which the light of 
the Divine Father enters into the soul. 
It emits no light until it ie touched b; 
the power and the spirit of the livin, 
God. 

Declaration was made that the fuUest. 
richest, most eoniplpte revelation God 
ever maAe to man was made through the 
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person of Jesus Christ. We acknowledge 
thiB in its fuEleat sense. A true kuowl- 
■edge of it never car he !i1ttaicn?d through 
the agency of any words, however beau- 
tiful they maj be; but there must he a 
living experience, Jind a positive posses- 
sion of a niensure of that Divinity, and 
then throuf.'^h i1s agency man will come 
into a true knowieLlgo of (joil, and of the 
Divine Son Ihiit has hcen brou^Oit forth 
in liis stm\, wfiieh ts declartxl by Jeans 
Chriht lo be life eternal. It muet be life 
pternal. because it is a part of God. It 
htis been imparted by God to the niem- 
bcre of the human family, thrnuph the 
agency of His Divino Spirit; ftml we. aa 
an organized yocivty, rwnjinizp the sourco 
of this power, the ehannpl Ihrouph which 
it conicj;, Hnil Ihc ^iiliic rif its poysi-Hsion. 

ThiTr iH n<i lanfjnnpe that can po.rtray 
the beauty and the s^tren^h of this life; 
there h no belief Ihiit fiin he Jircr-ptfd 
by nm-n ns ix-ing ciilliri^'nt tri take itt* 
placp. No the<^ry of GcmI, no theory ni ^ 
Christ, should ovet \>e aWoNseA, X-o Viit*st'Co« 



place ot Ood, or of Cliriat, Theory ib 
ivell enough, hut we need the essence it 
self. Thectlogy is well enough, but we 
need souietliirig iiioTc; religion is a life; 
ChrieLianily is a life; theologj is what 
ujcii may think about tlmt life, and what 
they may i^orniulute into wnnia in regard 
to it, bi;t it is not the life itself. We, 
need to ho the pnsse.ss0Ps of this, to be 
anointed with this divine life, and oii_r be- 
ing needs to be filled with it. 

We understand Ihat God sent His be- 
gotten Hon into the world for the espresa^ 
purpose of manifefiting' such a measure o 
His own divine self to His rhiMren aa 
would stimulate them to follow that ex- 
ample, and to accept the doctrines whie 
lie proTiiulgatpd. which, if belii-ved in 
and practicL'd, would lead men onward 
and upward to the one Fountain of Life. 

To know in what relation we stand to 
■God and to Jesus Christ is a proper in- 
quiry^ and there is no better way to illus 
trate it to the inc|uiring mind than by th( 
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proper application of the bpautiful para- 
Ijle of tht! vino. 

Up had dw-laTPil to His disciples that 
lie stoml to Iheni iis a shophcrd of the 
flotk, hut we know that in that relation 
there rrxild ho mi itnpartation of the life 
ol" tlie shcphci'd to the sheep. He toulJ 
only care for and load them from oni; 
pasture to another. Rut there was a 
eloBor relatiniifihip that existed hotwoen 
Him and His followers, find so, only a 
little while before- His death. He taught 
them that beautiful represontation oon- 
tuini'il in the Parable of the Vine. The 
Father is the Husbandnian; the Chrifit, 
the Son, is represented as the "True 
Vine." and '* ye are the hranehes." That 
ileclnration as it has como down to ub 
throiij-Ji n^r after a^e. ]m? lost nothing in 
i1« (Uvine iriijiort or foree. tJod i.^ the 
grpat HuHliiirnIniiin of human eoula to- 
day: Christ 13, the Vino, or the niediiiiri 
throiijrli wlireh lliat divine snp is (o he 
eondiieted from its snnrce into ever^ oiwi 
f>f fhe h'ving braiH^Ws. TVr ^WM^w'^ «^ 
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the vine is to transmit the "vitalized sap, 
the -very essence of its own being, into its 
Ijrajicbea, and thus to the onterraost leaf 
and twig that is connected with the vine. 
The sap that is in the leaf, hrsnch, twig, 
limlj Eiml vine is of the ^ame charact'er 
and nature, bxit we know that there is not 
the quantity in the leaf that there is in 
the braneh; there is not the quantity in 
the twig that there is in the Tine, hut it 
is of the same kind. 

Jesus Christ used this parable to teach 
His disciples, and through them the 
world and all succeeding ages, that they 
had aecysE to that fountain oE light, life 
and iujinorfality through the eame 
agency, and they would each receive a 
measure of the divine sap of the king- 
dom ailHpted io the eondition of the indi- 
vidual mind. Wo would hold then, that 
the Divinity that dwelt in Jesus Christ 
in its fullness was of the sanio character 
and kind as (iod, and tt is the same char- 
acter and kind that God has imparted to 
eac-It one of His children. TWa ftoca Tioit 



detract from the jJcrBou and the power 
that was in Jcbub Chriet, but places it 
jiiwl where it beloiigH; tiiid it is in thie ac- 
ceplfltion of Ili^ presentation of the tmlh 
that we come into the possession of the 
highest revehitioti of On*! that is jtossiUc 
for us aa individual inemljera of Uif 
Church to experience. 

We acknowledge the Scriptures of 
tFuth to be just what they elaiiu to bo. a 
record made by inspired men of old, as 
(hey gave forfli tlieir testimony and evi- 
dt'Tice of their experience &s possessors of 
the life. We belt&ve that the inspiring 
power of God so tilled thoii" rnind;- with a 
love of the truth that they followed di- 
rectly in the way tn whieh this Light 
pointed them. The Ten Connrmnduientfl 
that were given by Ood through His 
choHcn servant Moses, nn Sinai, were 
based upon the very aaiue prineiplea as 
are enunciated in the Sermon on thn 
Mount — love In God primarilj. and then 
love to man. Jesut' Christ yn-^w-tftA. n^ 
in a different mai\ft6T, MiiS. ^^s. «»wwsr 
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tioris of men in that day, oC His pre- 
Bentation of the truth wltu dillorent from 
that expressed liy Mosew; Imt Moses wTote 
just ay tnithl'iilly an diJ ilatthew, Mark, 
Luke or John. 

The true estimate placed Tipon these 
writings by Friends may he inferred from 
extracts from advices issued by Philadel- 
phin Yearly Meeting in 1854, viz.: "In 
thcBG invalunlilc writings ive find the 
only authentic record of the early his- 
tory of our racL'i the purest i5trainB of d«- 
VotJonal poetry and tlio sublime dis- 
courses of the Sod of (jod. Their fre- 
cLuent perueal was therefore especially 
urged upon our younger members, who 
were encouraged to peek for the guidance 
of Divine Grace, hy whieh alone we real- 
ize in our experience the saving truths 
they contain."' "In these are contained 
the recorded GXperience of the righteous 
in fomier a^ee, the subliuie precepts of 
the LlebBcd Jot^ne, and (tie hittory of His 
spotless and perfect esampk', In every 
^j^v of the rVjfJslJjn Churth thefia ^pc- 



clous TiTitings havi3 afforded fo pious and 
Jeiik'iilfd minds instruction that pro- 
moted their spiritual progress and en- 
courappment to press foTWtird in the path, 
of duty." 

From Baltimore Yearly Meeting in 
]8(»3; " We hiive bci^n rumindcd that Ihia 
Yearly Sk-t'ling lias, at various times, iy- 
8iiC!d advices to its niumlierBj inciting 
them to the frt'quent reading of the Holy 
Sfpiplururi, thf authcntit'ity of wbich has 
always lioen acknowledged by the Society 
o( Friends,"' 

We believe that llie tJospel, the glad 
tidings that Jerque Christ brought to the 
world, wa^ of that ])Ower whifh dwelt in 
Him in its fullness. We accept the 
definition ns given by the preat apostle 
to thf Gentiles, that the Qoi'|iel of 
Christ U the '" Power of («iid unto ealvH- 
lion to every one that bellevclh." The 
power itself u dislinet from the record; 
and en it !.« in n*giird to thi^ UoKpel of 
•lesiitf t'hrict. Tt is the T^oNit^ <A Vi«*»- 
that U iible to iwi^c itvpi\ Vq V-V-c >a.Vwt'w.'^*^^ 



if thcj only have faith in it. Faith is the 
gift of Gotl and comeB liefore belief. Be- 
lief is the result of evidence. 

The hiind niarij who by direction of the 
llaster, went to the pool of Siloam niid 
washei], runnifestod the Iiclief that He had 
in [he Gospel of Jcsiis Christ. In other 
words he mnnifested a living faith in the 
power of Ciod that was able to save; and 
whgq he wfls questioned in regard to his 
belief in the Son of God he asJted who He 
was. The pe,ople aeked him whether or 
not he believed that thia was thn Son of 
God. He answered, oh how truthfully, 
that ho did not know whether it was the 
Bon of (iad or not. TTi! had no belief on 
that point; but there was one thino; that 
he did know, '^ WhoTofla 1 was blind, 
now I see," and when tlie question w&s 
put to him by the Divine Master, whethoT 
he believed on the Son of Qod. he asked 
Him, '' Who is he, Lord, that I might be- 
lieve on Him ? " Jesus said, '' Thou haet 
hotb seen hinu and it ia he that talketh 
"v/^ iLep." The fftith had Ven Tna.!] 



fcetud, the evidGnce bad been granted 
him, and then cam»; the afknowledgmcut, 
"Lord, I believe." Ftiilh is the gift i>f 
God; belief comes through the activity of 
that faith. 

If wo flcknowlcdge that the power of 
this inner light, nr grtic-e of ("!i>il, nr the 
Christ, ie sufficient to lead and to guide 
men in the true way of lifi:', and to enable 
them to prcreervc thai harmony wliinh ex- 
isted in the begrinning. wc must ackuowl- 
edge that the eaiiiu power is able to re- 
store that harmony should it be de- 
stroyed. But notice the reprc^sontiition 
in that beautiful Parable of the Prodifjal 
Son; there must be more than a willing- 
ness on the |iart of the transfjreBsor to 
come Ituek into harmony with the Father. 
The prorlipal son declared that he knew 
that there was bread enotifjh arul to spare 
10 the Kftth&r's hoUBe. He had had thai 
evidence furniwhed to bJm becflusc he had 
been burn lliere, and wuf a t-litld nf that 
|iarcnt. That ]jiin<ntal rubitionb^hi^ w&'^vt^ 
had been chanpcd; ao \vo Moftft , »* ^"^ ^ 




said, and went Ijack to the Father's houae, 
more than, willing" to receive the Incomes 
of that parental love. i 

No better illustralion can be given of 
the operation of this healing and saving 
power, than one nmA by a prominent 
sppakuT when he was reprei^eatmg to a 
large audience just how the soul of the 
f^inning man and errinp; woman was to he 
cleanj?ed. He took a glass filled with coL-^j 
ored fluid, the specific gravity of wbi(^^H 
was less than that nf clear waler, and 
holding it up plain|_y to tht'ir view, he 
took up a glass of clear water, and began 
pouriDg it into the vessel filled with the 
eolored liquid. At once the pure water 
sank to the bottom, the dark fluid flowed 
out from the vessel. After this purifica- i 
tion had been partially accomplished he 
plocerl the cap on the vessel, and con- 
tinued pouring tliG clear flnid, but no 
further elFect was made; on the contents 
o! the vessel. 

Jesus Christ taught in that first para- 
^/e that He used as He sat iii t\.\'it doat- 
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ing piilpit, that tim acfi] nf the; liingdmii 
was sown in every human h<?art. If 
tliflt seeil fails to root there and hewr ilw 
fruit, tlicn man is ihc laser. If hi; vio- 
lates the laws of fiod estahlished for liis 
liL'inp. anil ivandcrw nuay frnm the Inie 
is]icepfi)](l, he ean only come liuL'k to it 
Ity rect'ivin'; in the (ulle»'t nioasure whivli 
his Iiein^ is al.ile to cnntain aod i'oni]irf- 
liend that love and epiril. wisdoiri and 
power o! the Father, not only like the 
vi-RBcl that reerivetl the fluid just for a 
little while, and then liisearded it, hut the 
work must l)e allowed to go on until there 
18 a complete purification of the iuner- 
inofit parts of the vessel. It may eoiue, 
an it does conic sometimes. Hke a refiner 
of fire, and a fuller svitb soap, but that 
wnrk will never he jH-enniiilihlied until 
the inifti;o of the Father is hrouyht out in 
all its perfeetion, on the hackgroiind of 
the human fioul. Like the mnn who stood 
liexidf his little rriicthle ah he was 
wcpurMting hy thut old-time metlvcA \.Vs& 
dro$6 froui tlie melaV,t\\ft^«3^V-«M.vsr**^ 



completed until the image of tlie refiner 
■was reflected from the purified metal; eo 
the work d£ reconeiliation, regeneration 
or redemption will nevc^r be accompliabed 
until there is a complete purification iii 
the heart of the transgressor. This can 
be ilouc only by the vessel's being £llecl 
with that which is good, and so as we rec- 
ognize that (jod 13 the fountain of all 
light, lifu and imniortalit}', w gladly ac- 
cept the means He bus placed at our dis- 
posal, and filanii &s willing reL'ipienta of 
tiie income of His love, holding ourselves 
open to the reception of this Divine 
agency and power, until the whole being 
is filled with it. and made one with the 
Father, through the agency of His Divine 
Son, just ai^ He declared, " I in them " — 
C'hriiit in man, and God in Christ, thnt 
they may he made as one, and that the 
world may know that His Father did 
send Him. 

This is just a brief exposition of a few 

of the prominent points accepted hy the 

Society of Friendly as the trul\v. If It Uaa 



started aa inquiry in one honest heart 
how to live closer tti God, and to give 
Ilini ijiorc and more of Ifie befit of lifp, 
then this effort has not boon in vain. If 
such conwpiionn of truth njwi \he wit- 
ness in your hearts, accept Iheni, live 
them out as momliers of the great church 
of Christ, no tiiaUer where your names 
may he enrolled. I^ve them out in sut-h 
n way tliiit yon may show that Ihe Tree 
of Life has been rooted anil grounded in 
your souls, that it has "bo^n nourished hy 
water (iowinn out throujjh" tlit- river of 
life which haw its source in and under the 
tlircmu of God. WIhtc lives are sus- 
tjiiricd fi'iiin thia source, they inuHt hear 
frnil like those <reea rp|ireF.t^nted ae 
standiDg on either side of that river, and 
in the very mfd^t of it — even the Irtivrfi 
thereof shall ho lor the " beuiiug of the 
tmtionij.'* 
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